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After ten days of vote counting, this week Australian Dairy Farmers (ADF)
congratulates the Coalition Government on its re-election.
As an industry, dairy has enjoyed a constructive relationship with the Coalition
throughout its previous term, and we look forward to continuing that spirit of this
engagement.
With the election behind us, promises made can now be translated into concrete
action.
Although the ministry will not be sworn in until next week, ADF has already met with
the Department of Agriculture’s advisors to progress the roll out of key support
measures announced in the Dairy Support Package. In particular we continue to
highlight the urgency in providing immediate access for all affected farmers to
Concessional Loans and the Farm Household Allowance support.
Importantly, concerns raised by farmers who have been working to access these
measures, including by share farmers, are being taken seriously and will continue to
be progressed with the government.
We will continue to work with the Coalition and the opposition to address other key
priorities for the dairy industry also, including implementing an effects test to better
balance market power throughout the supply chain, invest in rural research and
development to build resilience, ensure secure access to sustainable water
resources and support a national strategy to address technical barriers to trade.
Over the coming weeks, the ADF policy advisory groups will continue to meet in
Melbourne to cement our priorities for the new government. Building industry
resilience, as well as addressing the lack of transparency throughout the supply
chain are on our agenda.
July has begun the same way June came to an end - with wild weather and floods
challenging the south coast of the nation and low milk prices meaning revised
budgets and planning across all farms.
As we work together to weather these storms we must remember that we are a
resilient industry with a long, sustainable future ahead. Our profitability and therefore
resilience as an industry depends greatly on the support of the Australian public.
We must continue to remind the community that dairy farmers – regardless of the
challenges they face are good business people, who care for their cows, work to
enhance the wellbeing of their people and that every efficiency we make on farm has
ties to minimising our impact of the environment.
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